Fighting with our Shadows:Greek and Turkish Historiography
Abstract

By focussing on the example of the Orthodox Turkish-speaking Christians, one of
the many non-Muslim communities in the Ottoman Empire, the lecture looks at
historical research and historical education, as reflected in Greek and Turkish
historiography. It raises for discussion aspects of the problems faced by the two
national historiographies in the way they dealt with and are dealing with the history
of this ethno-religious community. By tracing the conditions that in the late 19™
century shaped the historiographical views on the identity of the Orthodox
Karamanlides, it discusses the persistence in considering language to be a criterion
of identity in a multilingual, multiethnic and multicultural Ottoman Empire. The
lecture underlines the need to explore the history of this ethnoreligious community
both within and outside the context that defined it, in other words to detect within
the history of the Orthodox Turkish-speaking Christians the entire history of the
Ottoman Empire.
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