Book Talk
Island and Empire: How Civil War in Crete Mobilized the Ottoman World

Abstract

The Ottoman conquest of Crete in the seventeenth century materialized after one of the longest
sieges in recorded history. Throughout the nineteenth century the island witnessed multiple episodes
of armed struggle against the Ottoman rule, a process that resulted in the displacement of Muslim
and Christian islanders and electrified European public opinion. The most sweeping of nineteenth
century episodes of violence occurred in the mid-1890s, leading to a war between Greece and the
Ottoman Empire. The Ottomans won in the battlefield yet lost in diplomacy. Drawing on Crete’s
multilayered legacy of violence and tracing the Muslims displaced from the island because of civil
war in the 1890s, this talk weaves together a story of intercommunal and environmental violence,
European military intervention, displacement, and mass protest. I explore the transformation of
Muslim Cretans from silenced refugees in the 1890s to loud protesters after 1908, arguing that the
islanders energized late Ottoman politics and society.
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