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Seminar title: Byzantine Sardinia: History and Archaeology through coins, seals, and metal artifacts

Abstract: From the sixth to the tenth century Sardinia shifted from direct control of Byzantium to its
own political features within the Latin West. During these centuries, while remaining within the
Byzantine sphere of influence, the island shown different levels of resilience from the Motherland to
its surroundings, especially after it became the last outpost of the erstwhile Exarchate of Africa from
the late 7™ century, to the early phases of autonomous rule under the so-called iudikes in the 10th
century. This was a slow process, during which the island developed its own forms of power, society
and connectivity. The aim of this paper is to frame this transition through the complementary
magnifier of coinage, lead seals, and metal artifacts.



